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Meet The Team

Elana Monaghan and Ella Cook are both in Transition Year in Presentation College
Headford, Co. Galway. They are both 16 years old and have a passion for creativity
and innovation. Elana hopes to pursue a career in mobile applications development
and Ella hopes to pursue a career in secondary school teaching.
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Summary / Abstract

‘Grade Easy’ is a mobile application that provides Senior Cycle students (Fifth Years
and Leaving Certificate students) with a platform that allows them to calculate and
keep track of their predicted grades after every single class test, assessment and
exam they take throughout Senior Cycle.

At the beginning of Fifth Year students will download the app. From then until the
end of the Leaving Cert they will input every test result they get and they can check
what grade they are predicted to receive for each subject at that exact moment.

Our aim is to reduce stress from Senior Cycle students doing the Leaving Certificate
particularly under the current circumstances as well as help them keep track of their
education and learning and see what they need to improve on in order to get the
results they are looking for in the Leaving Certificate examinations.
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Introduction

Fifth Year and Leaving Certificate students are extremely stressed over the thought
of predicted grades. With the notion that nothing is for certain, who wouldn’t be a bit
overwhelmed and anxious.

As a result of the COVID Pandemic there has been a significate increase in mental
health issues that in some cases have lead to death (i.e: suicide, heart attack).
Students have been burying their grandparents, parents, neighbours and in some
cases their friends and siblings. The Leaving Certificate alone causes students so
much stress every year and mixing the two together makes everything ten times
worse.

Mental health is so important especially during stressful times (i.e: a global
pandemic, the Leaving Certificate). This is a very serious issue that the young
people of Ireland face today.

Our mobile application ‘Grade Easy’ aims to provide its users (Fifth Year & Leaving
Certificate students) with the opportunity to keep track of their potential Leaving
Certification grades, predicted or otherwise. At the beginning of Fifth Year students
will download the app. From then until the end of the Leaving Cert they will input
every test result they get and they can check what grade they are predicted to
receive for each subject at that exact moment.
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Background Research

We conducted a survey using google forms, then sent this survey to all the transition
year, fifth year and leaving cert students in our school.

Then we decided to research how predicted grades are calculated.

We also figured out the layout of the app.
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Experimental Methods

We used MIT App Inventor to code the mobile application.
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Results

We conducted a survey using google forms, then sent this survey to all the transition
year, fifth year and leaving cert students in our school and got a total of 80
responses.

The first question we asked was:
Are you stressed over the thought of predicted grades ?
The results came out to be 61.3% of students said no and 38.8% of students said
yes. (However speaking to Leaving Certificate students in person themselves, the
majority said yes they are stressed over the thought of predicted grades and the
uncertainty of the future in regards to points and college courses.)

The next question we asked was:
Do you find it hard to keep track of your test results ?
The results came out to be 82.5% said yes and 17.5% said no.
This has been an issue with students of all ages for years now. Having an app ready
to go on your phone for wherever or whenever you need or want it would greatly
benefit students across the country.
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The last question we asked was:
Would you download an app that would help you keep track of your Leaving
Certificate grades and tell you what your predicted grade would be after every test ?
The results came back and 75% said yes, 18.8% said possibly and 6.2% said no.
Therefore, we know Grade Easy would be successful as the majority of our target
market said that they would download the mobile application as shown in the pie
chart below.
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Conclusions and Recommendations

We would like to conclude that we are confident that this app will do well because of
its multiple benefits to Senior Cycle students and their mental health and education
as well as the fact that 75% of people said they would download the app and 18.8%
said they would consider it.

We also think that it would do well because it would help improve the education
system and we all know that education is very important and young people deserve
the best chance they can get at doing well in the Leaving Certificate.
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